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AMIMBMENTS TO TH E CL 




This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. Where claims have been, amended, deletions are indicated by brackets [ ], and 
additions arc indicated bv underlinins; 



In the claims 



1, (CuiTently .'\inended); Appanitns for obtainirig endoluntinal access, tire appar£itu.s 



compnsing: 

a tle.xible elongate bodv baving a working axis and a distal region, die elongate boclv 
coniigured for insertion within a body lumen: 

[at ietert one wiarldna lumen within the flexible elongate hodvj 

L V*v s_v* ' J. 

at least one amcitlating element disposed near or at the distal region of the elongate body, 
wherein die articulating element is conhgured to ariieulate #onr an in-ime position to an o.(T 
axis position relative to the working ads of the elongate bods ^, and 

wherein the aniculating element ihrther comprises a steerable shaft . 



2. (Oiigmal): 1lie apptuntus of claim 1, wherein the aiticulating elcnient comprises a 
Ndsoalkation eleraent configured to image within a Ixidy lumen. 



-X 

A 



), (Cunenilly Amerided): The appianhis of claim 1, wherein the articulahng element 
comprises the distal region, of [the] a working lumen extending thnaugh the elongate body. 



4, (Original); The appjiKitns of clairo I, wherein the apparatus has a deli very conligurat tori in 
wMch the articulating dement is aliened with or adjacent to the working axis of the elongate bodv, 
and a depkr>'ed configuration wherein tlie aiticuiating element is articulated olTaxis from tlie working 
axis of the elongate bodv. 



5, (Original ); The apparatus of cl aim 1 , wherein t he a tii culaiing elenmmt furtlier compiiscs at 
least two aniculating elements. 
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6. (Original); Hie apparatus of claim 5, whereia tl'ie at lejast two cmiculating elements ai;e 
con.tlgiu'ed lor mdq,>en(.ieiJt off-axis articulation. 



C'" 



7. (Original): The apparatus of claim >5, wherein the at least Pto arliculating elements arc 
onfi cured for coordinated olf-axis articulation. 



8. (Original); The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the at least two articulating elements 
comprise at least two w-sualixaiion elements coaligiaed to provide stcreoscxipic visualisation. 



9. (Original); The apparatus of claim 8, witerein a local depth of the at least two vi,sualixati6n 
elements may be altered bv altering a relati ve ande betwecaY foe at least twav visiailization eiemeftts. 



10-15 {Cancelled), 



16, (Currently .<Arae.nde<i): 'Fhe apparatus of claim 4, wiierein off-axis aticulation of the 
articulating element is coniiguretl to e.xpose a distal opening of [foe] a working luttien. 



1 7. (Cun'enily Amended); Ifoe apparatus of daim 4, wherein a distal opening of [foe] a 
working lumen is exfx^serl in the deployed contigunfoom 



18. (Original); The appaiutus of claim 17, wherein the distal opening is covered by the 
mticulalina element in foe deliven' confluitraiion. 



19, (Previously pre.senfed) The appamtus of claim 1 iurther comprising a vi.sualization 
element and Wherein off-axis articulation of the articulating element i.s arnfigured to exiaose the 
visuiilixation element. 



20- 22. (Cancelled), 



23. (Origimil); 'fhe apparatus of claim 1 furdter comprising a housing conhgured to couple 
foe articulating element to foe elongate body and to tadlitaie ;rriicu!ation of the artieulating element. 
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24. (Cunendy Amended)’ The apparatus of claim 1 wherein [die articniadng] the articulating 
dement is sup|.x>ited on the body by a pair pivoting links. 




26. (Original): The appamtus triridaim I, wherein the elongate body is steemble. 



27. (Origmal); The apparatus of claim I , wherein the elongate body is rigidizable. 



28. (aoieelled). 



29. (Origintd): Tlie apparatus of claim I, wherein the tatieuladng element d.irther comprises a 
diagnostic or therapeutic tool. 



A 



>0. (Origina!): The appatatus of claim 1 tlndtei' comprising tm atraumatic lip. 



3 1 . (Gurrcnt! V Amended k A method for obtaining endolurainai access, the method 
comprising; 

advancing an elongate body baving at lettst one aTticulatable element disposed near or at a 
distal mgion theret.rf into a body lumen; ttnd 

[pivoting] stecrinu a sieentble shaft on die articnlatable dement [in a pre-detined arc] Irora a 
position in-line with or adjacent to a working axis of the elongate body to a position ont-oTlne widi 
die working axis. 



32. (Original); The method of claim 31, liirther comprising. imagirig within the boriy lumen 
widi a vtsuaimtdon element disposed, within or upon die ardculatable element. 



33. (Original): Tlie .method of claim 32, wiierein imaging furdier atraprises imaging 
sleRtoscopicady . 
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34. (Previoasly presented) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein micuiating the articulalable 
element comprises exposing a distal opening of at least one working lumen defined wMiin the 
elongate body. 



35. (Prevdoijsly pixxsented) Tte of claim 34 further comprising advraacing a tool 

tlinongh the workina lumen. 



36, (Previously presented) 1 he inetbod of claim 34 further comprising ini eeting or 
withdrawina a fluid tlirouali the vvorkinu lumen. 



37. (Previously presented) The method c)fcktim 31, wherein aiticnlating the articulatable 



etement fiather comprise expanding tbe articulatable dement horn a reduced deli very" coMIgwafion 
to an expanded deployed configuration, and with tbe articulatable element in a fixed position relative 
to the body when tbe articulatable element is in the expanded de(fioyfx! configuration. 



38. (Previoasly presented) The method of claim 3 1 furfher compri.sing reposiiiohing the 
articulating eltTOent in-line with or adjacent to the vvorkiiig axis of the elongate body, at a position in 
front of the elongate body. 



39. (Cancelkxl). 



40, (Original): Tire method of claim 38 further comprising manipulating the elongaiebodv 
and re-aiticulating the articulatable elernetrl out-of-line with the vvotking axis. 



41 , (Original): Tbe metbod of claim 33, fiather comprising altering a focal depth during 



stcTe<'.)scopic imriging. 



42. (Original); The method of claim 31 further compri.sing sheering tlie elongate body vvitbin 



the bodv lumerr 
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43. (Original): 7'he method of claim 31 fmllier comprising rigidizing the elongate body 
tlie Ixidv lumen. 




